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Chinquapin Oak, Quercus muehlenbergii, is in 
the White Oak group.  It is a small to medium 
size tree in our environment.  It prefers deep 
soils and is found in a broad swath of central 
Texas and in small isolated areas of the Trans-
Pecos and in Post Oak Savannahs in Northeast 
Texas. 
 
Chinquapins have few insect or disease 
problems.  They do very well in West Texas, 
but do benefit from the addition of organic 
matter and supplemental irrigation.
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Wow, 12 continuous days of rain.  Now, that is a rare event in West Texas.  For those that have 
been moaning about all the rain and messing up the football game or their weekend, too bad, so sad!!  
My friend, Jim Stewart, always says, ‘In West Texas, you never turn down a rain or a new born calf.’  
This rain has been wide spread over most of Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas.  Most of these 
areas have been in the grips of 4 years of severe drought.  I do believe this is finally enough to break 
the drought.

I always say ‘when God sends this wonderful flushing event, turn off our sprinkler system for a while.’  
There is no need to add salt water to your landscape for several weeks.  Mid-September is when we 
normally reduce watering.
 
Fall and winter is normally a dry period for West Texas.  Predictions are for a wetter than normal winter, 
but watch the weather and if we don’t get that moisture, water your landscape thoroughly a 2-3 times 
between November and March.  The plants are dormant, not dead.
 
I will be giving two talks at the Texas Master Gardeners Convention in Odessa on September 26.  One 
is titled ‘Trees and Grass are Natural Enemies’ and the other is ‘Trees of the Great Ranches of West 
Texas’.  After the conference, I will put both Power Point presentations on the websites, www.treelov-
ingcare.com and www.treelovingcaretx.com.   I hope you enjoy them.

CHRISTMAS!!!! Is just around the corner.  Wow, how time flies.  We will be sending out proposals 
before end of September.  Our decorator can come by, take a photo of your house, load it on laptop or 
Ipad and in a matter of minutes, show you exactly what your home can look like.  Give Glen a call at 
806.785.8733.  If you live in Midland or Ector counties, we will refer you to  Christmas Décor by Turf 
Specialties.

James Tuttle

Certified Arborist Tx0117A

http://christmasdecor.net/cdi2/
http://treelovingcare.com/
http://www.treelovingcaretx.com/
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GIVE YOUR TREES TLC
Trees are forest organisms and as such, need organic matter.  One 

of the ways that the Arborists at Tree Loving Care provide this for 
your trees is to mulch the root zone with composted wood chip 
mulch.  About a 2” layer from the trunk out to the drip line will make 
all the difference in the world.  It conserves moisture, decays and 
returns nutrients to the soil, insulates against hot soil temperatures 
in the summer and frozen ground in the winter and promotes soil 
life.  Mycorrhizal fungi throve in an organic soil and have a symbiotic 
relationship with tree roots, greatly increasing their ability to exploit 
soil and provide nutrients to trees.

Tree Loving Care also adds organic matter and micro-organisms 
with our Organic Deep Root Fertilization.  Fall is an important time 
for these nutrients.  Trees typically grow more roots in the fall than 
any other time of year.  To have one of our Certified Arborists assess 
your trees needs, call our office, either Lubbock area at 806.785.
TREE or Permian Basin at 432.620.TREE.  You can also always call 
our toll free number 877.594.TREE or contact us through the contact 
page at www.treelovingcare.com or www.treelovingcaretx.com.  
The latter website is a URL that we are trying in the Permian Basin.  
It is the same business, same outstanding service.   Speaking of 
outstanding service, if we have provided that to you, please give us 
a review to that effect on whatever website you found us on (or just 
take your pick).

CRITTERS AND CRUDS
We have had a very unusual year in the Critter world.  Pine Tip Moth 
and Kermes scale have been worse this year than any in at least 15 
years.  It is too late to avoid damage from those 2 critters but not 
too early to start planning the control the problem for next year.  We 

also found a new scale insect on Italian Stone 
Pine that we have never seen before.  

Chalcid wasp was also found in Lubbock for the 
first time ever.  This insect was first identified 
in this area in El Paso about 8 years by Oscar 
Mestes, the Urban Forester in El Paso.  This 
pest attacks Afghan Pine, especially if they are 
drought stressed.  Tree Loving Care manages 
this pest with injections into the trunk.

TLC UPDATE
James Tuttle, Butch Lathey, Glen Seaman and Tommy Schooler 
will be at the Texas Tree Conference the first week of October.  It 
looks like a great lineup of speakers and a lot of learning to be 
done; everything from safety to the latest information on disease 
management.

James Tuttle will be a presenter in Odessa this week at the Texas 
Master Gardener Convention.  One presentation will be titled ‘Trees 
and Grass are Natural Enemies and will cover the different needs 
of trees vs grasses.  The other talk presentation will be Trees of 
the Great Ranches of West Texas and will cover trees that were 
important and pre-dated exploration to the trees that the settlers 
brought west with them and trees that are still being planted on 
some of these great ranches.

The Tree Loving Care family welcomes Anthony Rivera back to West 
Texas.  Anthony and Erin had a beautiful daughter and moved to the 
Dallas area to be closer to her parents, but the call of home was 
stronger and they are back in the TLC family.

Pine Tip Moth Damage
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